
Family Worship for the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost – September 27, 2020 
Leader / Response 

 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   
In the name of the Father, and of the (+)Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  (Ps 124:8) 

If you kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand before you?  
But with you is forgiveness; therefore, you are adored.  (Ps130:3-4) 

As we gather to hear God’s Word, let us open our hearts to God and confess our sins, trusting in his infinite 
mercy for forgiveness and asking for his Holy Spirit to amend our sinful lives.   

Almighty God, have mercy on me, hear this my confession, forgive all my sins, and renew me by your Holy 
Spirit for right living.  (Silent confession) 

In Holy Baptism our merciful God has declared us to be his royal children and forgives our sins for Jesus’ sake, 
our risen Savior and Lord.  Give praise now to the Lord of heaven and earth and live joyfully as his witnesses in 
the world.  Amen 
  
PSALM OF PRAISE – PSALM 25:1-10 
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
2 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me. 
3 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. 
5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long. 
6 Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 
7 Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember me, 
 for the sake of your goodness, O Lord! 
8 Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9 He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 
10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his 
 testimonies. 
 

HYMN    You Servants of God (With Lyrics) 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Heavenly Father, when called to do your will, we often respond with enthusiasm, yet in our human weakness, 
we fail to follow through.  By your grace strengthen us that we may overcome our weakness and follow you 
in the way of life; through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING – Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-31 SECOND READING – Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18 
 
GOSPEL VERSE  (Spoken/Sung; Stand for Gospel Reading  if you can) 

 Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL READING 
The Holy Gospel from St. Matthew, chapter 21.  Glory to you, O Lord.                     Matthew 21:23-32 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GH0aLQwhRY


MESSAGE   
 
HYMN   Oh. that the Lord Would Guide My Ways (With Lyrics) 

 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born 
of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
OFFERING PRESENTATION (Spoken; LBW #379, st.4) 

Lord of harvest, great and kind, Rouse to action heart and mind; 
Let the gathering nations all See your light and heed your call.  
 
PRAYERS (See Prayer Sheet) 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING (Romans 15:13) 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 
CLOSING HYMN  In The Garden  (With Lyrics) 

 
EXTRA 
Authority of Jesus Questioned  (Movie Clip) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblelutheranchurch.org/pastorsmessages/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F94gZIHy4Jw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkbkEIKMeDM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=st3hcemb12I


READINGS 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-31
1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of 
Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge’? 3 As I live, declares the 
Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father 
as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. 
 

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your 
ways that are not just? 26 When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he 
shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27 Again, when a wicked person turns away from 
the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28 Because he considered 
and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29 Yet 
the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your 
ways that are not just? 
 

30 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord God. Repent 
and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that 
you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18 
1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection 
and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
 

14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be blameless and innocent, children of 
God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 
world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or 
labor in vain. 17 Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am 
glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 
23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he was 
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus 
answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 25 The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And 
they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 
believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a 
prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 
 

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 
today.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went. 30 And he went to the other 
son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go 
into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not 
afterward change your minds and believe him. 

 



PRAYERS 

Hear our prayers, O God, not because we are worthy, but because you are merciful and delight in 
hearing the prayers of your faithful children.   
 

Make us holy by helping us to know and love all that is good and righteous in your sight.  Lord, in your 
mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 

Make us humble by keeping our eyes on Jesus and giving us opportunities to look out for the interest 
of others. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 

Make us obedient by resisting the world’s temptations and doing the kingdom work which you 
command.  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 

Bless, O Heavenly Father, all parents, step-parents, and foster parents. Give them your Holy Spirit, 
that with wisdom they may guide their children and with grace shape and form their lives.  Forgive 
parents when they fail; relieve their fears; provide their daily bread, and grant them the joy of seeing 
their children grow into healthy, loving adults.  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 

Guide the leaders of government and commerce to use wealth for serving others, O God.  Make all of 
us honest, wise, and willing to share.  Help every citizen to care for their neighbor; to work for 
harmony in their neighborhood and nation; and to live at peace with each other.  Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our Prayer. 
 

Keep in your special care those in the military, and all who risk their lives for the sake of others. 
Inform their minds; strengthen their bodies; purify their hearts; shape their actions; and prosper all 
they do that is in accord with your will. Bring them home safely and soon; and shield their loved ones 
with your love.  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 

Remember, we pray, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in San Jose, California.  Keep safe from fire their 
building and member homes, encourage Pastor Fitzgerald, bless their Convalescent Home ministry 
and Eva Duffy the group leader, and let mercy and goodness continue to flow forth from this 
congregation into their community.  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 

We lift Thomas Owens to you this day and ask that you help him recover his strength and mobility so 
that he can go home.  
 
We lift Charles DiSalvo and pray for healing for him and strength and encouragement for his wife 
Virginia. 
 
We continue to lift Betty and Nick Robinson to you for healing and ask for a swift return to work and 
Bible Lutheran and service in your name.   
 
And we lift before you from our hearts the names of those whose needs concern us this day….  (silent 
prayer)  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our Prayer. 
 
Hear us, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen 
 



Prayers for September 27, 2020  
 

Prayers for Healing, Recovery, Wholeness, Divine Help (Requests remain on list for 2 months and may be resubmitted) 
Charles DiSalvo, hospitalized (V. DiSalvo, 9.25.2020) 
Thomas Owens, hospitalized after a fall (C. Garner, 9.24.2020) 
Katie Williams and Daniel Ellis, who were married 9/17/20, for God’s blessings (K.Williams, 9.20.20) 
Caitlin, goddaughter of Ben & Karen Williams who suffered a miscarriage (K. Williams, 9.20.2020) 
Nick and Betty Robinson, diagnosed with Covid-19 and recovering at home (B.Robinson, 9.18.2020) 
Sadie Rollins and classmates, protection from Covid-19 (R. Rollins, 9.14.2020) 
Connie Zeigler, having severe back problems (C. Zeigler, 9.9.2020) 
Helen Zeigler, dementia and sent to new care center (A. Terry, 9.6.2020) 
Alice Stephenson, ready for her heavenly home (R. Stephenson, 9.6.2020) 
Leiann Sapp, cancer surgery (L. Waldhour, 8.30.2020) 
Paula Peterson, sickness (D.Vorel, 8.23.2020) 
Steven Jackson, in ICU (A. Terry, 8.23.2020) 
Johnnie Barnes, chemotherapy (J. Smith, 8.19.2020) 
Elli, 8yrs. old, high fever (K. Wheeler, 8.9.2020) 
Frank Gray, health issues (K. Hall, 8.9.2020) 
David Gray, cancer (K. Hall, 8.9.2020) 
Brenda Reiser, Lymphoma (M. Reiser, 8.2.2020) 
Sarah Smith battling cancer again (F. Smith, 8.2.2020) 
Jason Pridgen, still suffering with liver problems, friend of Betty Robinson (7.22.20) 
Amy Holcomb undergoing cancer treatments (R. Ratliff, 7.22.20) 
Don Hasty suffering from heart troubles (D. Vorel, 7.22.20) 
Marie Callahan recovering from a Brain Aneurysm (S. Sommervold, 7.19.2020) 
Pat Gollihue on diagnosis of bone cancer (R. Zipperer, 7.19.2020) 
Jeff Byrd on diagnosis of non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma (L. Byrd, 7.19.2020) 
Shirley Hogan hospitalized with Covid 19 (K. Warnell, 7.19.2020) 
Ann Reiser, undergoing cancer treatments (M. Reiser, 6.28.2020) 
Mary Jane Duff, hospitalized for heart problems (K. Hall, 6.7.2020) 
  
Prayers for Comfort in Bereavement (Requests remain on list for 6 months and may be resubmitted) 
David & Connie Zeigler and family on death of Son, Marcus. (9.6.2020) 
Ben & Karen Williams and family on death of Ben’s brother, Dale Williams (8.26.20) 
Karen Hall and family on death of her Aunt, Sheila Saxon (8.9.2020) 
Cecelia Zeigler and family on death of her mother, Mary Bloomberg (8.4.2020) 
Brenda Dasher and family on death of her cousin, JW Porter (7.19.2020) 
Bobby Exley and family on death of daughter, Teresa (J. Arnsdorff, 6.7.2020) 
Stacey York and family upon death of her mother Annette (A. Terry, 6.6.2020) 
Family of Karen Hall’s Great Aunt, Katherine who went to be with the Lord. (5.17.2020)  
Family of Laura Brown (S. Smith, 4.20)  
Family of Rosemary Atkinson (Dot Zipperer’s Sister, 4.19)  
  
Military, Fire, Law Enforcement Personnel   
Fire: Kenny Whitten, Jimmy Thompson; Law Enforcement: Warren Blanton   
Military: Trent Zeigler, Christopher Zeigler(C.Zeigler); Michael Hubbard(A.M.Hubbard); Stephen Strickland(B. Dasher)  
  
Long Term Support  
Audrey Zipperer (Lakeview Manor);  Helen Zeigler (Eff Care Center); Sarah Smith (Home); Dorothy Zipperer; Betty 
Greenwood (Home), Charles & Virginia DiSalvo(Home); Keith Cornell (Recovering at home;Helmly); Clyde Johnson 
(Home;Muthersbaugh); Thomas Owens (Home;Garner); Clay Stewart (Dementia;Sommervold); Rick Boyd, multiple 
health problems (C. Boyd, 6.21.2020); Ruby & Earl Neurath (C. Bazemore, 7.30.2020); Alice Stephenson (R. Stephenson, 
9.6.2020) 



 

Listening for the Promise  

WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL  
 

Pentecost 17 - September 27, 2020 
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of 

you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus.” - Philippians 2:3-5 

 
 St. Paul wrote to the Christians in Philippi encouraging them to be like Christ, to have the mind of Christ, and to 
empty themselves the way Christ did on the cross of Calvary. This is a tall order, to be sure, but it is the way of Jesus for 
those who love him and want to be more like him in this life. 
 
 This passage of the letter was actually a hymn that Paul was quoting. We don’t know the exact source but the 
believers in the church at Philippi would have been familiar with the words. We can imagine them reading this letter and 
then singing along, “Though he was in the form of God, he did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” I wonder what the tune sounded 
like! 
 
 We all know how much music helps to transmit the message of the gospel. We all have our favorites like, “Amazing 
Grace,” “The Old Rugged Cross,” and “Abide with Me,” to name a few. Each of these tried and true hymns are a part of 
our faith foundation. They speak to us deeply and profoundly of Jesus’ love for us, his saving grace, and the sacrifice he 
made for humanity when he laid down his life for a sinful world. We may not know all the words to all the hymns but there 
are some that make us weep and some that fill us with joy, all because they are a part of us and connect us to Christ. We 
hear many sermons and they help us to think deeper about walking with Jesus, but the music touches us in a different 
way. 
 
 What are those songs that make you feel like Christ is close? Which ones remind you of his never failing promises? 
Which ones spur you on to love and service? For the Philippians, this hymn must have been a powerful one because all 
these years later, though we don’t know the tune, the words stir us to a deeper faith and thanksgiving for what Christ has 
done for us. Amen. 

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2020, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Amy Little. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy 
Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 



 


