Fifth Sunday of Easter - May 2, 2021
The love of Christ is shown to the world by the way his people live our lives. Nothing good can be done
apart from God. It is the Spirit of God that leads us into opportunities to share this love, as is evidenced by
the way in which Philip was led to meet the Ethiopian and explain the Good News to him. God desires that
all people would come to know him and be a part of the Kingdom’s true vine.

A Warm Welcome to our Guests

Pastor Dave Hansen (912) 826-2711

You are here by God’s calling and we extend Christ’s hospitality to you this day.
In worship, we hear God’s Word, partake in the Lord’s Supper, and give thanks to God in prayer and praise.
If you receive the Lord’s Supper in your home congregation, you are welcome to receive it here.
Restrooms and a nursery are located in the backside hallway. Look for the horseshoe cross.
Please fill out a visitor card so we can keep in touch. The Lord give you strength for daily living.

Announcements, Musical Prelude - Musician: Karen Warnell

Holy Communion, Setting Two

Confession & Absolution (Stand, Spoken)
P: In the name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P: Most merciful God, C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen
P: Almighty God, in his mercy...in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen
Entrance Hymn “This Is My Father’s World” LBW # 554
This is my Father’s world, And to my list’ning ears
All nature sings, and round me rings The music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; His hand the wonders wrought.
This is my Father’s world; The birds their carols raise;
The morning light, the lily white, Declare their maker’s praise.
This is my Father’s world; He shines in all that’s fair.
In rustling grass I hear him pass; He speaks to me ev’rywhere.
This is my Father’s world; Oh, let me not forget
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This is my Father’s world; Why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is king, let heavens ring; God reigns, let the earth be glad!
Kyrie (Sung)
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray
to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen
The Hymn of Praise (Sung)
P: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
C:

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Prayer of the Day (Sung)
P: The Lord be with you. And also with you.
P: Let us pray: O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you command and
desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen
First Reading — Acts 8:26-40 (Sit)
26
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to
Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace,
queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning,
seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the
passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth.
33
In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34

And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone
else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as
they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me
from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the
eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed
through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
Second Reading — 1 John 4:1-12
1
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are from the world; therefore they speak from the
world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does
not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
7

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows
God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected
in us.
Children’s Message

Alleluia Verse (Stand, Sung)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Gospel Reading & Responses – John 15:1-8 (Sung)
P: The Holy Gospel from St. John chapter 15. C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I
have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither
can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so
prove to be my disciples.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Message (Sit)
Hymn “Beautiful Savior” LBW # 518 (Stand)
Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love thee, Truly I’d serve thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorrowing spirit sing.
Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, Bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer Than all the angels in the sky.
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration, Now and forevermore be thine!
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen
Prayers of the Church
The Peace (Spoken)

P:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Offering Hymn (Sung)
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were
sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we
offer. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Offering Prayer (Spoken)
P: Let us pray. Merciful Father / C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen
Great Thanksgiving (Sung)
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Sanctus (Sung)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Thanksgiving, Institution , Lord’s Prayer (Spoken)
P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all those
who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he
comes to us in his holy supper. C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P: In the night...Do this in remembrance of me. All: Our Father, who art in heaven...
Agnus Dei (Sung)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Distribution of the Holy Sacrament (Sit)

Post-Communion Hymn (Stand, Sung)
Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev’ryone what he has done.
Let ev’ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Post-Communion Prayer & Benediction
P: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life.
C: Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Hymn: “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” LBW #559
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King, The triumphs of his grace!
My gracious Master and my God, Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad The honors of your name.
The name of Jesus charms our fears And bids our sorrows cease,
Sings music in the sinner’s ears, Brings life and health and peace.
He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin; He sets the pris’ner free.
His blood can make the foulest clean; His blood avails for me.
To God all glory, praise, and love Be now and ever giv’n
By saints below and saints above, The Church in earth and heav’n.
P: Christ is Risen!
C: He is Risen, Indeed. Alleluia!
Postlude — Musician: Karen Warnell

