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  GATHERING OF THE SAINTS 

 

PRELUDE  - Karen Hall 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  (Spoken) 
    

In the name of the Father, and of the †Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    Amen 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.    (Silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 

Most merciful God, 
 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, re-
new us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.   Amen 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and 
ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the †Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

                       

 ENTRANCE HYMN - “RISE UP, O SAINTS OF GOD” (Sung, LBW #383) 
 

Rise up, O saints of God! From vain ambitions turn;  
Christ rose triumphant that your hearts with nobler zeal might burn. 
 
Speak out, O saints of God! Despair engulfs earth’s frame;  
As heirs of God’s baptismal grace, His word of hope proclaim. 
                                                             

Rise up, O saints of God! His kingdom’s task embrace;                               
Redress sin’s cruel consequence; Give justice larger place.                          (Continued) 

“As the Father has sent me, so I send you,” were the words of the risen Lord to his disciples. Their task 
was to preach the good news of new life in Christ, forgive the sins of the repentant, and carry on Jesus’ 
ministry. With the power of the Holy Spirit given to them, they would carry on where Jesus left off, go-
ing into the world with the good news. Just as Jesus sent the eleven, so he sends all the baptized.  
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Give heed, O saints of God! Creation cries in pain;  
Stretch forth your hand of healing now, With love the weak sustain. 
 
Commit your  hearts to seek The paths which Christ has trod  
And quickened by the Spirit’s power, Rise up, O saints of God! 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  (Spoken) 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

 PRAYER FOR MERCY  (Sung) 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.   Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, … let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, … let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, ... let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  Amen 

 

 HYMN OF PRAISE  (Sung) 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God, Alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.  Power and riches and wis-
dom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.  This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia.  Sing 
with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:  Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and 
the Lamb forever.  Amen.  This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  
Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY  (Spoken) 
 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.      
Let us pray.  Almighty God, we have celebrated with joy the festival of our Lord’s resurrection.   
Graciously help us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
 

MINISTRY OF THE WORD OF GOD 
 

BIBLE READINGS 
 

FIRST READING:  Acts 5:12-20 (pew Bible p. 1085) 
 

SECOND READING:  Rev. 1:4-18  (pew Bible p. 1218) 

 

KC JAM (Children’s Choir)  - “ALIVE, ALIVE” 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE  (Sung)   
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL READING & RESPONSES - John 20:19-31  (Sung; pew Bible p. 1077) 
 

The Holy Gospel from St. John, chapter 20.  C: Glory to you, O Lord.    
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  (Sit) 

 
 





HYMN OF THE DAY - “THE STRIFE IS O’ER, THE BATTLE DONE”   (Sung, LBW #135) 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
The strife is o’er, the battle done; Now is the victor’s triumph won!  
Now be the song or praise begun. Alleluia! 
 
The pow’rs of death have done their worst, But Christ their legions has dispersed.  
Let shouts of holy joy out burst. Alleluia! 
 
The three sad days have quickly sped, He rises glorious from the dead.  
All glory to our risen head! Alleluia! 
 
He broke the age-bound chains of hell; The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell.  
Let hymns of praise his triumph tell. Alleluia! 
 
Lord, by the stripes which wounded you, From death’s sting free your servants too,  
That we may live and sing to you. Alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

 NICENE CREED  (Spoken) 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.   Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  (Spoken) 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus…    Lord in your mercy,  Hear our prayer. 
 

ADULT CHOIR - “ARE YOU WASHED IN THE BLOOD?”   
  

 OFFERING HYMN  (Sung) 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.  Gather a harvest from the seeds that were 
sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.  Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we 
offer.  Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 



OFFERING  PRAYER  (Spoken) 
 

Let us pray.  Merciful Father,  we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our time, 
and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
 
 
 
 



 
HOLY COMMUNION AT THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING TO GOD  (Sung) 
 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right and salutary….we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  Lord God of pow’r and might:  Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.  

 

 INSTITUTION OF THE SACRAMENT  (Spoken) 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all those who 
believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he 
comes to us in his holy Supper.   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  (Spoken) 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  (Spoken) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

 LAMB OF GOD  (Sung) 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

 POST COMMUNION HYMN  (Sung) 
 

Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev’ryone what he has done.  Let ev’ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice and 
proudly bear his name.  He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia.  
Alleluia. 



POST COMMUNION PRAYER  (Spoken) 
 

Almighty God, you freed your Son from the bonds of death and raised him to a new and glorious life in a display of your 
mighty power.   Free us from all sin that we may live a new and holy life in Christ Jesus to the glory of your Holy Name;  
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
 
 

SENDING OUT FOR SERVICE & WITNESS 
 

 BENEDICTION  (Spoken) 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon 
you with favor and give you peace.  Amen 

 
 
 
 




SENDING HYMN - “STAND UP, STAND UP FOR JESUS”  (Sung, LBW #389) 
 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus,  As soldiers of the cross,   
Lift high his royal banner;  It must not suffer loss. 
From vict’ry unto vict’ry  His army he shall lead,   
Till ev’ry foe is vanquished  And Christ is Lord indeed. 
 
Stand up, stand up for Jesus;  The trumpet call obey;   
Stand forth in mighty conflict  In this his glorious day. 
Let all his faithful serve him  Against unnumbered foes;   
Let courage rise with danger,  And strength to strength oppose. 
 
Stand up, stand up for Jesus,  Stand in his strength alone;   
Stand forth in mighty conflict  In this his glorious day. 
Put on the Gospel armor;  Each piece put on with prayer.   
Where duty calls or danger,  Be never wanting there.   
 
Stand up, stand up for Jesus,  The strife will not be long;   
This day the din of battle,  The next the victor’s song. 
The soldiers, overcoming,  Their crown of life shall see,   
And with the King of glory  Shall reign eternally. 

 

DISMISSAL  (Spoken) 
Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!  He is Risen, Indeed!  Alleluia! 
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