
HOMILY 
 

ADULT CHOIR ANTHEM—”WHEN YOU PRAYED BENEATH THE TREES” 
 

THE BIDDING PRAYER   [cf. 1Tim. 2:1-2]  
(This ancient prayer form has been used at Good Friday services since at least the 6th century.  

 An Assisting Minister makes a “bid” for prayer; silent prayer is offered by all , then the Presiding Minister con-
cludes with “we ask this through Christ our Lord”; the congregation:  “Amen.”) 

 
A: Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy Church of God throughout the world, that God the 
almighty Father guide it and gather it together, so that we may worship him in peace and tranquili-
ty.  [Silent prayer] 
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ.  Guide the 
work of the Church.  Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring salvation to peo-
ple everywhere.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  C: Amen 
 
A: Let us pray for our pastors and other ministers, Bob and Jim and Al and for all servants of the 
Church, and for all the people of God.  [Silent prayer] 
 

P : Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy.  Strengthen and 
uphold our pastors and our leaders; keep them in health and safety for the good of the Church, 
and help each of us to do faithfully the work to which you have called us.  We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.  C: Amen 
 
A : Let us pray for all our brothers and sisters who share our faith in Jesus Christ, that God may 
gather and keep together in one Church all those who know Christ as Lord.  [Silent prayer] 
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you give your Church it’s unity.  Look with favor on all who follow 
Jesus your Son.  We are all consecrated to you by our Baptism; make us one in the fullness of faith, 
and keep us one in the fellowship of love.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  C: Amen 
 
A: Let us pray for those who do not believe in Christ, that the light of the Holy Spirit may show 
them the way of salvation.  [Silent prayer] 
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, enable those who do not acknowledge Christ to receive the truth of 
the Gospel.  Help us, your people, to grow in love for one another, to grasp more fully the mystery 
of your Godhead, and so to become more perfect witnesses of your love in the sight of all people.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  C: Amen 
 
A: Let us pray for those who do not believe in God, that they may find him who is the author and 
goal of our existence.  [Silent prayer] 
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all might long to know you and have 
peace in you.  Grant that, in spite of the hurtful things that stand in their way, they may all recog-
nize in the lives of Christians the tokens of your love and mercy, and gladly acknowledge you as 
the one true God and Father of us all.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  C: Amen 

THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF JESUS FROM THE CROSS   
†  A bell rings and an altar candle is extinguished after each word from the cross  † 

 
          SCRIPTURE READINGS             LECTORS             HYMN:VERSE 
 

    Luke 23: 32-34             Richard Hall          LBW #117:1 
 

O sacred head now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, now scornfully surrounded 
with thorns, thine only crown; O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine! Yet 
though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 
 

       Luke 23: 39-43             Lisa Byrd              LBW #117:2 
 

How art thou pale with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn; how does that visage languish which 
once was bright as morn! Thy grief and bitter passion were all for sinners gain; Mine, mine was 
the transgressions, but thine the deadly pain. 
 

       John 19: 25-27              Beth Helmly           LBW #117:3 
 

What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend, for this thy dying sorrow, thy pity 
without end? Oh, make me thine forever, and, should I fainting be, Lord, let me never, never out-
live my love for thee. 
 

       Matthew 27: 45-46           Logan Ratliff            LBW #117:4 
 

Lord, by my consolation; shield me when I must die; remind me of thy passion when my last hour 
draws nigh. These eyes, new faith receiving, From thee shall never move; for he who dies believ-
ing dies safely in thy love. 
 

       John 19: 28                Andy Dasher             LBW #98:1-2 
 

Alas! And did my Savior bleed, and did my sov’reign die? Would he devote that sacred head for 
sinners such as I? 
 

Was it for sins that I had done he groaned upon the tree? Amazing pity, grace unknown, and love 
beyond degree! 
 

   John 19: 29-30               Robin Ratliff          LBW #301:1, 3 
 

Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, sinners, ruined by the fall; here a pure and healing fountain 
flows to you, to me, to all, in a full perpetual tide, opened when our Savior died. 
 

Those who drink shall live forever; ‘Tis a soul renewing flood. God is faithful; God will never 
break his covenant of blood, signed when our redeemer died, sealed when he was gloried. 
 

   Luke 23: 44-46              Dedra Simich           LBW #97:1, 3 
 

Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe, Christ, yourself for me once 
giving To the darkest depths of woe: through your suff’ring, death, and merit life eternal I inherit. 
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, dearest Jesus, unto you. 
 

And for all that bought my pardon, for the sorrows deep and sore, for the anguish in the garden, 
I will thank you evermore; thank you for the groaning, sighing, for the bleeding and the dying, 
for that last triumphant cry, praise you evermore on high. 



 
A: Let us pray for those who serve in public office, that God may guide their minds and hearts, so 
that all of us may live in true peace and freedom.  [Silent prayer] 
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed.  In your good-
ness, watch over those in authority, so that people everywhere may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, 
and share in the goodness of your creation.  Restrain those who seek to enhance their power with 
war and weapons of mass destruction, and protect all those in harm’s way.  We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.  C: Amen 
 
A : Let us pray that God, the almighty and merciful Father, may heal the sick, comfort the dying, 
give safety to travelers, free those unjustly deprived of liberty, bring an end to war, and rid the 
world of falsehood, hunger, and disease.  [Silent prayer] 
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who have 
lost heart.  Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of 
receiving your help in their need.  Remember those we name before you in our hearts... [Silent 
prayer]  
 

P: Let the blood of Jesus heal all our wounds, of body, mind and spirit.   
C: We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Lights are dimmed and the prayer is spoken in a whisper) 
 

SPECIAL SONG—“WERE YOU THERE”  (LBW #92) 

   (Congregation sings verses 1 & 2, Richard Hall, soloist, sings verse 3)    
 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  (2x) 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble, 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  (2x) 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble, 
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  (2X) 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble, 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 
        

After a brief pause, a loud noise is heard symbolizing that Christ’s work is finished and the tomb 
stone is closed shut. 

 
Please depart worship this evening in SILENCE and make your way to your vehicles 

 

All music used in this worship service used with permission through One License #A739761,  All rights reserved. 

GOOD FRIDAY  

APRIL 15, 2022     7:00 P.M. 

THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF JESUS 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    = SIT   = STAND        MUSICIANS: KAREN HALL 
                                                  

 
THE SERVICE BEGINS IN SILENCE 

 
 

INVOCATION  (Spoken)  
 

P: In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; 
C : The God of our salvation.  Amen 
 

PSALM 31:1-3, 5  (Spoken) 

P: In you, O Lord, have I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your  
  righteousness. 
C: Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me. 
P: Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the  
  sake of your name, lead me and guide me.  
C: Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth.  
 

PRAYER  (Spoken) 

P: Almighty God, we ask you to look with mercy on all sinners for whom our Lord  Jesus Christ  
  was willing to be betrayed and to be given over to the hands of sinners and to suffer death on  
  the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.   
C : Amen 
 

HYMN—”JESUS, I WILL PONDER NOW”  (Sung, LBW #115) 
 

Jesus, I will ponder now on your holy Passion; Let your Spirit now endow me for meditation. 
Grant that I in love and faith may the image cherish of your suff’ring, pain, and death, that I 
may not perish. 
 
Make me see your great distress, anguish, and affliction, bonds and stripes and wretchedness 
and your crucifixion. Make me see how scourge and rod, spear and nails, did wound you, 
how you died for those, O God, who with thorns had crowned you. 
 
Let me view your pain and loss with repentant grieving, nor prepare again your cross by un-
holy living. May I give you love for love! Hear me, O my Savior, that I may in heav’n above 
sing your praise for ever. 

 


