Second Sunday of Easter - April 11, 2021
John’s Gospel message for the Second Sunday of Easter highlights faith that is based on what is unseen.
Thomas, who was absent when Jesus first appeared to the disciples, vowed not to believe in a risen Jesus
unless he could see, touch, and speak to him in person. This is a common human response to things we
cannot understand, and yet the very nature of faith is rooted in believing without seeing.

A Warm Welcome to our Guests

Pastor Dave Hansen (912) 826-2711

You are here by God’s calling and we extend Christ’s hospitality to you this day.
In worship, we hear God’s Word, partake in the Lord’s Supper, and give thanks to God in prayer and praise.
If you receive the Lord’s Supper in your home congregation, you are welcome to receive it here.
Restrooms and a nursery are located in the backside hallway. Look for the horseshoe cross.
Please fill out a visitor card so we can keep in touch. The Lord give you strength for daily living.

Announcements, Musical Prelude - Musician: Karen Warnell

Holy Communion, Setting Two

Confession & Absolution (Stand, Spoken)
P: In the name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P: Most merciful God, C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen
P: Almighty God, in his mercy...in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen
Entrance Hymn “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” LBW #352
I know that my Redeemer lives! What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; He lives, my everliving head!
He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save;
He lives exalted, throned above; He lives to rule his Church in love.
He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart.
He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there.
He lives, my kind, wise, heavnly friend; He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing; He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King!
Kyrie (Sung)
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray
to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen

The Hymn of Praise (Sung)
P: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
C:

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Prayer of the Day (Sung)
P: The Lord be with you. And also with you.
P: Let us pray: Almighty God, you give us the joy of celebrating our Lord’s resurrection. Give us also the joys of life in your
service, and bring us at last to the full joy of life eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen
First Reading — Acts 4:32-35 (Sit)
32
Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that
belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person
among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was
sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
Second Reading — 1 John 1:1—2:2
1
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon
and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it,
and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3 that
which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
5

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If
we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If
we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us.
2:1

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the
sins of the whole world.

Children’s Message
Alleluia Verse (Stand, Sung)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Gospel Reading & Responses – John 20:19-31 (Sung)
P: The Holy Gospel from St. John chapter 19. C: Glory to you, O Lord.
19

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness
from any, it is withheld.”

24

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told
him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger
into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe. ”
26

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.”
30

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his
name.
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message (Sit)
Hymn “When Peace Like a River” LBW #346 (Stand)
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; When sorrows, like sea billows, roll;
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, It is well, it is well with my soul.
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate And hath shed his own blood for my soul.
He lives — oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to his cross, and I bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, the clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trumpet shall sound, and the Lord shall descend; Even so it is well with my soul.
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen
Prayers of the Church
The Peace (Spoken)
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Offering Hymn (Sung)
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were
sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we
offer. Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.
Offering Prayer (Spoken)
P: Let us pray. Merciful Father / C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving (Sung)
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Sanctus (Sung)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Thanksgiving, Institution , Lord’s Prayer (Spoken)
P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, that all those
who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he
comes to us in his holy supper. C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P: In the night...Do this in remembrance of me. All: Our Father, who art in heaven...
Agnus Dei (Sung)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Distribution of the Holy Sacrament (Sit)
Post-Communion Hymn (Stand, Sung)
Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev’ryone what he has done.
Let ev’ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Post-Communion Prayer & Benediction
P: Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly life.
C: Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Hymn: “Love Divine All Loves Excelling” LBW #315 (Sung)
Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
All thy faithful mercies crown. Jesus, thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love thou art; Visit us with thy salvation, Enter ev’ry trembling heart.
Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit Into ev’ry troubled breast; Let us all in thee inherit;
Let us find thy promised rest. Take away the love of sinning,
Alpha and Omega be; End of faith, as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty.
Come, Almighty, to deliver; Let us all thy life receive; Suddenly return, and never,
Nevermore thy temples leave. Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve thee as thy hosts above, Pray, and praise thee without ceasing, Glory in thy perfect love.
Finish then thy new creation, Pure and spotless let us be; Let us see thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in thee! Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heav’n we take our place, Till we cast our crowns before thee, Lost in wonder, love and praise!
P: Christ is Risen!
C: He is Risen, Indeed. Alleluia!

Postlude — Musician: Karen Warnell

