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But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 

slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 
reach repentance.        2 Peter 3:8–9 

 
When you were little, did it seem like it took forever to be Christmas morning? I remember clearly thinking 

how slowly time passed, leading up to Christmas. The excitement of Christmas morning, of opening gifts, and 
having a special breakfast, made it seem like time inched along like a snail on a leaf. As the years have passed, I 
have been amazed at how time flies. As every season changes I say to myself, “I can’t believe it’s December,” or “I 
can’t believe it’s almost the end of another year!” Perhaps this is because I have more time under my belt. Does 
time go faster because we have lived more days? As children we have lived less of life and proportionately a day 
seems like it takes longer. But as we age, we have more days that have passed and so comparatively, time goes 
quicker. 

 

 If my theory is correct about the ratio of time lived versus how fast or slow time seems to move, then it’s 
no wonder St. Peter said, “With the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” Time 
for the Eternal One is relative to God’s eternal existence. I mention this because I hear many believers ask about 
the timing of Christ’s return and the timing of the future resurrection. Many wonder if when a loved one dies, “Is 
she in heaven right now? Or does she have to wait for the final resurrection?” It is a normal human thought to 
ponder our own, and our loved one’s whereabouts after death. But time is relative. It may be a thousand years to 
us, but the blink of an eye to God - or vice versa. What we really want to know is, “Is my loved one with God?” The 
answer to that is easy: Yes!  

 

We need not worry about the timing of the resurrection or Christ’s return. What we need to focus on is 
what Paul said in Romans 8, “Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” The Lord is not 
slow or delaying working out his will for us. He is perfectly able, capable, and willing, to fulfill his promises. It’s just 
that our time is not his time, and his time is certainly not ours. May we patiently pass time. Amen. 
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