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His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ - Matthew 25:23 

 
Scholars say that five talents are about 75 years’ worth of wages for those who would have been around to hear 

Jesus’ parable of the talents. Calculate in your head how much that would be for your household. That puts it in perspective 
a bit, doesn’t it? The Master in this story gave each of his servants an incredible sum of money to manage while he was 
away. Even the servant who received only one talent had a great responsibility.  

Two of the servants acted as if these funds were their own and they invested it so it would grow. The third servant 
simply buried it in the ground so that nothing would happen to it. He was only thinking of the punishment he would receive 
if he lost any of it. We can understand his wariness, especially on days when we watch our retirement funds go up and 
down. But his lack of trust in himself, coupled with his hard heart toward his Master, caused him to sit on the funds as if 
he were a bird sitting on a nest of eggs. The least he could have done was to put it in a savings account where he received 
0.01% interest! 

We learn from Martin Luther’s explanation to the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed that God has given us all we 
have - everything from our body and soul, to our house, family, and work. What this parable of Jesus instructs us on is 
how we are to manage all that we have been given. We can hoard and stockpile all that we have been given or we can 
invest it in the Kingdom work of our Lord. This not only includes our money and time, but also the myriad gifts and abilities 
God has bestowed upon us. 

Why were the first two servants willing to invest their Master’s resources and the third one wasn’t? In a word: 
fear. The first two servants trusted their Master and wanted to please him, so in obedience to his will, they invested what 
was entrusted to them and received a greater return. The fearful servant buried what was entrusted to him in the ground. 
He was unwilling to take a risk in order to please his Master. In fact, he held his Master in contempt. This story reminds us 
that loving like Christ loves, investing in other people in his name, can be a risk - but the rewards are incredible. We will 
be called, “good and faithful” when we follow Jesus. 
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