Listening for the Promise
WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL
Epiphany of Our Lord - Observed - January 10, 2021
“In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem
asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come
to pay him homage.’” - Matthew 2: 1-2
There are times when God shines a light into the murkiness of our lives and we miss it completely. There
are times when God shines a light into the darkness of our days and we fail to give it the attention it deserves. This
season of Epiphany begins with wise men. Foreigners, unschooled in the faith of Israel. What causes them to
embark on their long and arduous journey across the desert?
“We observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”
His star ... They look up and a brilliant light transfixes their gaze. Focused and determined, they pursue this
light to the point where they recognize its significance more than those who really should know. It’s a revelation, a
breakthrough. An Epiphany. They arrive in the holy city and what they already know, the religious scholars have to
look up in their scrolls! References to a light. A birth. A king. A Savior. Amazing. He looks like the son of common
peasants. Still, the wise ones kneel as they offer their finest gifts to the infant Jesus, believing that he is the
Promised One who will be light and life for all people.
How little these magi know about Jesus, yet what a monumental effort they make to find Him! How little
they know, yet what costly gifts they bring! “We have come to pay him homage.” In its purest form, worship is a
celebration of Jesus - the Light of Life, who alone dispels the darkness of our world and of our own hearts. When
we sing “this is the feast,” we’re saying that worship is a victory party. But we need to understand that while we
share the victory, it’s not our party. Too many Christians judge worship by what they get out of it. “It didn’t touch
me. The hymns were unfamiliar. The sermon was too long. The acolytes were fidgety.”
You can’t honor God with a consumer mentality. The true measure of worship is not how many people
showed up or how much you liked it. The true measure of worship is, “What did you put into it?” and “Was the
Lord pleased?” We have come to pay him homage... to seek the light that has first sought us. Amen.
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